
WEIGHT watchers
Next comes the decision on where to 

store all these items. Obviously clothes go 

in the wardrobe, but almost everything 

else can go wherever you choose. However, 

you do need to think carefully about where 

you store the heavier items if you are not 

to compromise stability on the road. A case 

of 20 beers in an upper locker is asking for 

trouble, and despite stronger catches these 

days, can do a lot of damage when they fall 

out. So only put light items up above.

The motorhome’s maximum rear axle 

loading also has to be considered. If you 

store all the heavy items at the rear there is 

a strong chance it can become overloaded, 

which will not only get you in trouble with 

the law, but can also seriously affect the 

vehicle’s handling. Try to even out the load 

across the chassis and remember to include 

the effect of the passengers. Again you will 

almost certainly need to go to a weighbridge 

to check this out. Your local county council’s 

Weights and Measures department will tell 

you where the nearest one is, but there 

is also a useful website run by transport 

company Chris Hodge Trucks www.

chrishodgetrucks.co.uk ). There is a link on 

the home page to a list of weighbridges by 

county. Remember, though, that most such 

places are used to dealing with heavy lorries 

up to 50 tonnes and more, so it is wise to 

check first that they can cope with smaller 

vehicles. Remember too that most will only 

weigh to the nearest 10 or 20kg.

The law on weights
The law on weights is a mixture of specifics 

and generalities. It is illegal to drive a vehicle 

for which either the maximum allowable 

weight, or any axle weight is exceeded. It 

is true there is a small allowance usually 

given (5 per cent is typical) but this is 

intended to deal with goods vehicles with 

cargo that increases in weight when carried, 
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substitute for working it all out for yourself 

by weighing what you normally put in you 

motorhome. Some examples of items you 

might take are shown in table 2. 

If you make a note of the items as you 

weigh them you will only need to do it 

once, and with a bit of practice you will 

know each time you set out approximately 

what the ’van weighs. And if it does turn 

out you are stopped, it is very much to 

your advantage to show that you did some 

‘due diligence’ research – even if you are 

a bit out. 

A set of bathroom scales is perfectly 

adequate for this job, though it may require 

some ingenuity for larger items, such as 

weighing yourself with and without them. 

You may be surprised at some of the results. 

The list at table 2 is an example of the 

weights of some of the items I normally 

take, according to the scales. Clothes weight 

does of course depend on what you take, 

but for UK you normally need both wet 

and dry wear throughout the year. Think of 

what your holiday suitcase weighs if going 

by air. Allowing 15kg each for clothes is not 

excessive. Your own kit could vary, so do not 

take the items in the table as always true. But 

note: just this modest list comes to over 260 

kg. And perhaps you want to take the garden 

barbecue too – that could weigh 20kg or so. 

So what may seem to be a generous payload 

in the brochure can soon disappear. 

Some items such as the gas cylinders, 

portable step, mains lead, batteries and 90 

per cent of fuel, oil and fresh water are 

included in the manufacturers essential 

habitation equipment figure, which should 

be quoted in the handbook and is included 

as part of the allowable total payload. On 

older, small volume or some imported 

vehicles this may not be so and in that case 

individual calculations or the weighbridge 

are the only answers. 

Let’s take a specific example. The Adria 

Compact SL 33L three-berth motorhome 

has a quoted total payload of a seemingly 

generous 585kg. First we subtract the weight 

of the essential habitation equipment which 

comes to about 190kg in this case, leaving 

395kg. Now take away the weight of your 

optional extras fitted, which in this case 

could come to 200kg or more if you go for all 

those listed. Now subtract the weight of two 

extra passengers (the driver is accounted for) 

of 150kg. That leaves 45kg for those items 

of personal equipment, which is nothing 

like enough (see table 2). Knowing this, the 

Which Motorhome long-term test vehicle 

was specified as the 35L version which offers 

an extra 200kg of payload, and is thus harder 

to inadvertently overload.  

Other optional equipment you may have 

fitted must also come off the total payload. 

For example, that great air-conditioning 

unit you specified will cost you a good 

22kg extra from the payload, and even 

an optional motorbike carrier will weigh 

another 70kg or more. On the other hand 

alloy wheels will save you just 6kg over their 

steel equivalents. If you want to fit a towbar 

and extra electrics you had better allow 

another 45kg too. 

Item Weight (kg)
Fiamma F65 roll-out awning (400cm)  36
Bike rack 70
EFOY fuel cell 7
Solar panel 5
Satellite dish 10
Flatscreen TV 7
On-Board gas tank 47 *
Extra 6kg gas cylinders (full) x 2 28 **
Mobility scooter 75
Electric bike x 2 46
Push bikes x 2 22

Table 1 - Accessories

�

EFOY fuel cell 7
Solar panel 5
Satellite dish 10
Flatscreen TV 7
On-Board gas tank 47 *
Extra 6kg gas cylinders (full) x 2 28 **
Mobility scooter 75
Electric bike x 2 46
Push bikes x 2 22

* Channel tunnel limit
** Note that a 6kg Calor cylinder when empty still weights about 8kg. BP Lite 5kg cylinders weigh only 4.5kg when empty. Two full Calorlite cylinders will save you about 7kg over the full weight versions. A full 13kg cylinder weighs 30.7kg. 

If this is your intended lifestyle you’ll 
need enough payload for those bikes, 

windsurfers, chairs etc
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